The present study gives information on the indigenous use of various plants locally available at Vijayashori Village Development Committee (VDC) of Rukum District. Fortyfour species have been reported to be used for various purposes that include medicine, food, furniture making, agricultural implements, etc.
Previous studies on ethnobotany have been carried out at different places of Nepal. Important among them are that of Banerjii (1957) , Sacherer (1979) , Manandhar (1980 Manandhar ( , 1992 Manandhar ( , 1995 Manandhar ( , 1996 , Shrestha (1987) , Kaphle (1988) , Bhattarai (1989 Bhattarai ( , 1993 etc. But, the same for the Rukum District, especially that of Vijayashori Village Development Committee (VDC) was lacking. The present study is, therefore expected to fill this gap for the district.
Methods
Site Rukum, a hilly district (area is 2877 sq. km) of midwestern development region, is situated between 754 to 6072 m. Vijayeshwari VDC lies at the southern most part of the district. Most part of the VDC is occupied by a small valley of Chaurjahari. Population of the VDC is 6897 with 1248 households (Sharma and Vaidya 1997) and is inhabited by several ethnic/caste including Brahmin, Thakuri, Kshetri, Magar, Kumal, Kami, Damai, Sharki etc. Rural economy is based on agriculture and animal husbandry. People depend upon forest resources for fuel, fodder, construction, furniture, fibre, medicine, basketry, etc.
The vegetation consists of riverine forest which includesBombax malbericum, Acacia catechu, Syzygium cum ini, Shorea robusta, Mallotus philippensis etc. along with hill sal and Pinus roxburghii forests. Much of the forest has been degraded by forest fire which is accelerated at an alarming rate in recent years especially after the Maoist activities in the district.
The information on indigenous use of plants were gathered from local people especially from traditional healers, elderly people of households, women and other knowledgeable persons. In addition, group discussions, individual interviews were also carried out. For reliability, further crosschecking of data was also done.
Specimens were examined and identified with the help of available literature and was cross-checked at the National Herbarium, Godawari. Herbarium of the cited species have been deposited at the Department of Botany, Patan Multiple Campus, Lalitpur. The plant species have been arranged in alphabetical order with botanical names followed by family and local names.
Results and discussions
Forty-four species were reported to be used by the local people for various purposes. Eighteen of them are used as medicinal uses; twelve for fodder; ten for construction, furniture and making agricultural implements. 
Leucaena leucocephala, Grewia oppositaefolia and

10.
Mai lotus philippensis Euphorbiaceae Ruino >>
11.
Syzygium cumini Myrtaceae Jamun >>
12.
Toona ciliata Meliaceae Tuni >> Construction works, furniture and agricultural implements 1. Thysanolaena maxima Gramineae Amriso Shrub ^Plants used for basketry, fibre yielding religious and cultural purposes, fish poisoning, ornamental etc.
Bassia butyracea
